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beef was not so bad as it tasted; but there can be no
excuse for a Secretary of War who did not consider
it his business to investigate the question of proper
rations for an army in the tropics simply because
Congress had, years before, fixed a ration for use
within the United States. There was no excuse
for sending many of the men clad in heavy army
woolens. There was no excuse for not providing a
sufficient number of surgeons and abundant hospi-
tal service. There was little excuse for the appoint-
ment of General Shafter, which was made in part
for political reasons. There was no excuse for
keeping at the head of the army administration
General Nelson A. Miles, with whom, whatever his
abilities, the Secretary of War was unable to work.
The navy did not escape controversy. In fact,
a war fought under the eyes of hundreds of uncen-
sored newspaper correspondents unskilled in mili-
tary affairs could not fail to supply a daily grist of
scandal to an appreciative public. The controversy
between Sampson and Schley, however, grew out of
incompatible personalities stirred to rivalry by in-
discreet friends and a quarrelsome public. Captain
Sampson was chosen to command, and properly
so, because of his recognized abilities. Commo-
dore Schley, a genial and open-hearted man, too